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The Program

Seventy-Fifth Season
MANITOWOC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Dylan T. Chmura-Moore, Music Director

75 YEARS: SIBELIUS & MOZART
Saturday, October 4, 2025
Capitol Civic Centre, Manitowoc

Dylan T. Chmura-Moore, Conductor
Featuring Diana Shapiro and Stanislava Varshavski, piano 

Introducing Audience Choice

Honoring 100 years of Holy Family Conservatory 

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART  (1770-1827) 	
Concerto for Two Pianos in E-flat Major, K.365  (25')
	 I. 	 Allegro
	 II. 	 Andante
	 III. 	Rondeau: Allegro

INTERMISSION (20')

JEAN SIBELIUS  (1865-1957)	
Symphony no.2 in D major, op.43  (45')
	 I. 	 Allegretto—Poco allegro—Tranquillo, ma poco a poco ravvivando
	  	 il tempo all' allegro
	 II. 	 Tempo andante, ma rubato—Andante sostenuto
	 III. 	Vivacissimo—Lento e suave—Largamente
	 IV. Finale: Allegro moderato
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610 N. 8th St., Manitowoc, WI
rahrwestartmuseum.org
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Note from the Podium – Dylan Chmura-Moore

To run a symphony, to sustain a symphony, to perform a symphony, many, 
many hands are required. Dedicated, generous, passionate hands. And to 
do this, year-in and year-out, for 75 years, is not just impressive, it's inspiring. 

To those who are in the house right now, who have loved the symphony  
over the years, I’m in awe of you. I’m thankful for you. A symphony requires 
a community to come together in collaboration to work, regardless of 
differences. And to those who can’t be here with us tonight or to those 
whom we’ve lost over the past 75 years, let’s not forget all they’ve given. 

Whether they gave time, talent, treasure, or simply loved the symphony from 
afar, we are here because of those who stood before us. We are here 
because of their imagination, their creativity. We are here because of their 
compassion, their empathy. We are here because of their perseverance, their 
integrity. Their light, their legacy, continues because of your continued 
stewardship.

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

This year, this 75th season, we honor our past by welcoming back to the 
symphony some of those who’ve helped to make MSO the gem that it is. 

We begin with Karl Miller, MSO’s founding Music Director. One of his favorite 
pieces was Sibelius’ second symphony and so we perform it in his honor. It 
is also how we introduce a new collaborative program between audience 
and symphony. Something we’re calling Audience Choice. It’s as it sounds. 
You choose what we play! More about this on Page 13.

Tonight we also honor Holy Family Conservatory. They’ve turned 100 this 
year! Where would The Lakeshore be without the music education they’ve 
provided? We are eternally grateful to them for helping to make our 
community a more beautiful place to be. 

Two musicians who are intimately connected to the Conservatory join us 
tonight, emblematic of how the Conservatory brought world class music 
education and performance to our community over the past CENTURY. 
Mozart’s double piano concerto, about family and togetherness, is a perfect 
example of the impressive work they’ve done. 
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Enjoy a
Symphony
of flavor!

www.hotdaugs.com

316 N. 8th St
Manitowoc
Serving:
Tuesday-Saturday
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https://towsleys.com
https://www.grow54220.com
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Diana Shapiro was born in Moscow, 
Russia. At the age of 17 she moved to 
Israel and started her studies at the 
Jerusalem Rubin Academy under Prof. 
Berkovich. At one of her classes in the 
Academy, she was encouraged by Prof. 
Alexander Tamir to try playing as a piano 
duo with Stanislava Varshavski. The 
collaboration turned out to be a success, 
bringing them to the top at numerous 
competitions worldwide, including the 
world’s biggest in their field – the 
Murray Dranoff Two Piano Competition. 
In 2005, the duo moved to Boston, 
where they studied under Prof. Victor 

Rosenbaum. In 2011, Ms. Shapiro earned 
her Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 
Collaborative Piano from UW-Madison, 
where she studied under Prof. Martha 
Fischer.

Besides being part of the piano duo, 
Diana Shapiro has appeared with many 
leading instrumentalists and singers in 
Israel, New England, and Wisconsin. 
She accepted a position as Assistant 
Professor of Piano at the UW-Whitewater 
in September of 2023.

Stanislava Varshavski was born in 
Kharkov, Ukraine. A young piano 

Guest Artists: Diana Shapiro & Stanislava Varshavski

“A piano duo that 
can charm even the 
most versed music 

lovers”  

— Gazeta Krakowska, 
Poland
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> edwardjones.com  |  Member SIPC

You deserve a financial  
advisor who listens.  
Give us a call.

Logan Bowles
Financial Advisor
21 E Waldo Boulevard
Manitowoc, WI 54220
920-682-9144

Home Accents    Gifts    Seasonal Decor
809 North Eighth Street

Manitowoc, WI 54220

Bring this ad in for $5 off your purchase!

8000-008

Expires Dec 31, 2026

https://mgifinc.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/logan-bowles
https://ivytrailsgiftandgarden.com/


Manitowoc Symphony Orchestra  |  75 Years: Sibelius & Mozart  |  Oct 4, 2025  |  9

prodigy, she had her orchestral debut  
at the age of eight. After receiving her 
initial musical training in Ukraine, 
Stanislava proceeded with her studies at 
the Jerusalem Rubin Academy in Israel. 
There, in 1998, she together with Diana 
Shapiro established the Varshavski-
Shapiro Piano Duo. Within a few years, 
the duo won first prizes at series of 
international competitions, leading to  
appearances across three continents. 

After studying under the legendary 
Israeli duo Tamir-Eden and Prof. Victor 
Rosenbaum in Boston, in 2011 Ms. 
Varshavski received her DMA degree 
from UW-Madison, where she studied 
under Prof. Martha Fischer. In addition  
to her collaborations with leading 
instrumentalists, Dr. Varshavski also 
pursues an active piano education 
career. Currently she is a Director of 
Music Education and Concert Series at 
Holy Family Conservatory of Music at 
the Franciscan Center in Manitowoc.

Since 1998, the Varshavski-Shapiro 
Piano Duo have gone on to capture 
top prizes at numerous competitions, 
including the most prestigious for piano 
duos – the Murray Dranoff International 
Piano Competition in Miami. A winner  
of the Astral Artists’ 2012 National 
Auditions, the Varshavski-Shapiro Duo 
also won first prizes at the Italy’s XV 
Piano Competition “Rome 2004,” the 
Jerusalem’s Kol HaMusica Young Artists 
Competition, the Israel Chamber Music 
Competition, the XIII Schubert 
Competition in the Czech Republic, and 
the First International Piano Duo 
Competition in Bialystok, Poland.

The Varshavski-Shapiro Piano Duo has 
performed in such distinguished venues 
as the HKAPA Concert Hall in Hong 
Kong, Henry Crown Symphony Hall in 
Jerusalem, Teatro Valle in Rome, and 
Lincoln Theater in Miami. They have 
appeared with the Radio Orchestra in 
Munich, the Israel Chamber Orchestra, 
the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, the 
Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra, and 
the Miami’s New World Symphony. 
Outside of their current home base in

Wisconsin and Illinois, the duo has 
recently given concerts in Georgia, 
Missouri, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and 
Texas, where they performed Poulenc’s 
Concerto for Two Pianos with the 
Wichita Falls Symphony Orchestra.

The Varshavski-Shapiro Duo has 
recorded for Bavarian Radio, Radio 4 of 
Hong Kong, Israeli National Radio and 
TV, and New York’s WQXR. They have 
recently produced a CD in collaboration 
with the Wisconsin Public Radio. The 
performances were also broadcast live 
on WPR and recorded for a documentary 
film, presented on Wisconsin television.

As music educators, Varshavski and 
Shapiro frequently present lectures and 
master classes across the United States. 
In 2016, they were invited to showcase 
at the National Conference of Chamber 
Music America and served as judges at 
the Chicago International Competition 
for Piano Duos.

You can visit the duo's website at  
www.piano-4-hands.com 


Guest Artists: Diana Shapiro & Stanislava Varshavski

http://www.piano-4-hands.com
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Tasty Food + Casual Atmosphere + Full Bar
ENJOY GENEROUS PORTIONS!

DINE-IN OR TAKE OUT Broasted Chicken | Pizza |   
Burgers | Nachos | Wraps | Friday Fish Fry +

OPEN DAILY
MON 3:30-8  |  TUE-THU & SUN 11-8  |  FRI-SAT 11-9

1228 MEMORIAL DR. MANITOWOC | 920-374-4873

THANK YOU FOR: 
lifting us up when 
we were down; 
reminding us that 
community is 
more than a word; 
proving that love 
is what defines us.

Jason & Tina

100 Maritime Drive, Suite 3A • Manitowoc
920-686-PLAN (7526)   hallaplanning.com

Securities offered through TCFG Wealth 
Management, LLC, member FINRA/SIPC.

FINANCIAL PLANNING

https://www.facebook.com/tipsytomatomanitowoc/
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https://www.tappedonthelakeshore.com/
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Tickets and getting here
THE BEST DEAL. Buy season tickets 
and save. Otherwise, tickets start at $36 
plus tax and $18.96 for folks 35 and 
under. Yes, really, $18.96! Bring the 
kids—ages eleven and under attend the 
Symphony for FREE. Music is for all.

THE BEST SEAT. They’re all good.  
It’s a pretty intimate hall so there really is 
no bad seat in the house. That said, our 
diehards argue the center—downstairs 
or upstairs—offers the best acoustic.

ARRIVE EARLY. Once the music  
starts, the Capitol Civic Centre Police 
(the ushers) won’t allow you into the hall 
until a break. Most concerts start with a 
shorter piece, often an overture, which 
is ten minutes or so. If you’re late, after 
this piece is your window for slipping in.

PARKING. I hope you didn’t park  
on Franklin! Kidding. Anywhere’s fine.

ACCESSIBILITY. The Capitol has 
accessible seating for all on the first 
level. There is wheelchair access 
through the front door, the restrooms 
are ADA-accessible, and the Capitol has 
wheelchairs available on site.

SMOKING. No smoking on the 
premises of the Capitol Civic Centre. 
Bummer.

While you’re in your seat
FOOD AND DRINK. Yes, drinks can be 
brought into the auditorium. There are 
even cup holders in the seats on the 
main floor! Please imbibe responsibly 

and with live music. And if you haven’t 
been to the Capitol recently, there’s 
now a bar on the second level. Sorry, 
the Capitol does not permit food in the 
auditorium. I so wish we could have 
popcorn.

PHONES. Yes, phones are allowed, just 
silence them. We want you to be you. 
Should you wish to check in on social 
media and share your experience, great. 
Take that selfie while the orchestra 
warms up or with friends at intermission. 
Take that video of the audience jumping 
to their feet after the show is over. We 
only ask that phones are silenced and 
dimmed so that they’re not distracting 
those on stage or those sitting nearby. 
In other words, please be respectful to 
those around you. We hope that your 
phone blows up, really we do, we just 
ask that you keep it to yourself that 
you’re so popular. And, no flash 
photography or video recording 
please—you don’t want YouTube to 
suspend your account because you 
owe someone $.009 in royalties.

ETIQUETTE. Scoff. If you like some-
thing, don’t sit on your hands! Clap, 
heck, hoot and holler if you hear 
something that delights. In olden days 
the “classical” music audience was 
downright rowdy. Etiquette now 
dictates that one is supposed to repress 
their applause until the very end of a 
multi-movement work. Double-scoff. 
Our policy is that if the music makes you 
have an emotional reaction, feel free to 
express it, whenever this may be. We 
embolden you to be you and share 

Audience Information
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Manitowoc, WIManitowoc, WI
dramm.dramm.comcom

®

 Bringing Music to Your Garden
Manufacturer of Professional Watering Tools Since 1941

CongratulationsCongratulations on on
7575 Dynamic Years Dynamic Years

Congratulations 
to the MSO on 75 
seasons – may the 

future be full of 
beautiful music.

GARY &  
ANN GOLD

MSO CONCERT SPONSORS

https://dramm.com
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Audience Information

what you’re feeling. Probably, others 
will want to join in with you. 

Seat adjacent
BEFORE THE SHOW. Enjoy a beverage 
and mingle! The Cawley Company Bar 
is located in the Mertens Lounge, just 
off the lobby; a second bar (made 
possible with funding from Tim and 
Heather Schneider) is located in the 
Webster Family Lobby on the second 
floor (accessible by stairs and an 
elevator). Bars open with doors and are 
typically open during intermission.

STAY MSO-INFORMED. Check out 
our slide show before the concert and 

during intermission for news, and 
pictures from recent events. 

AFTER THE SHOW. The party 
continues with snack or nightcap at one 
of our partnering pubs. Get there quick 
as the musicians can be animals! 

DAY AFTER THE SHOW. So moved 
that you want to join the orchestra?  
Inspired to pick up that old guitar and 
get some lessons? Interested in giving 
to the Symphony? Curious about all we 
do in the community? Want to share a 
comment about tonight’s concert? 
Follow us on facebook, tiktok and 
instagram and visit our website at 
manitowocsymphony.org. 

Each year, MSO shall invite the audience to select music to 
be performed the following season. Have a favorite piece? 

Have a favorite composer? Have a favorite performer? 
Want to hear MSO perform the thing you love live? 

Share your vision and become  
part of the Symphony!

Follow this code to 
share with us your 

creative ideas! 

The deadline for 
next season is 

Nov 1st!

Introducing Audience Choice
What do you want MSO to perform? We want to hear from you. 

http://manitowocsymphony.org
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a difference in our community
Driven to Deliver

bergstromauto.com

 Congratulations to Manitowoc Symphony 
Orchestra on your 75th Season!

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING COURTHOUSE PUB

Congratulations 
MSO! 

Celebrating
 75 Years of 
Excellence!

World-wide leader in deep drawn, 
progressive, and fineblanked stampings.

Join our team - visit jagemann.com
 

https://www.americollect.com/
https://www.bergstrommanitowoc.com/
https://www.courthousepub.com/
http://jagemann.com
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MOZART
I choose to believe that Mozart wrote the 
double piano concerto you hear today for 
his sister and himself to perform. No one 
really knows if this is true, but Mozart, the 
baby of the family, did adore his older 
sister and needed new rep. to perform 
after returning home from a two-year 
European tour. He was on the hunt for a 
better, more-steady gig. He was 21. 

His older sister, Nannerl (referred to as 
Marianne when she became an adult, 
though her given name was Maria Anna, 
not to be confused with her mom whose 
name was Anna Maria), was a first-rate pia-
nist, a prodigy even, every bit as accom-
plished as Mozart when a preteen. And 
with her brother and acclaimed violinist 
father Leopold, she was no stranger to  
European touring, concertizing with her 
family in front of Europe’s most noble fam-
ilies, and in the most grand of palaces.  
But when she turned 17 years old, she 
stopped performing in “family concerts.”

If not for his sister, why else might Wolf-
gang have composed K.365? Was he sim-
ply infatuated with double concertos after 
his tour, having been exposed to different 
aesthetics and new ideas on his jaunt? 

Maybe. He did compose several double 
concertos upon his return home  
(to Salzburg), in 1778 and 1779, including 
the famous Sinfonia Concertante, K.364 (for 
violin and viola). There was always purpose 
to his writing but here we have a mystery, 
as no record exists to explain the “why.”

Happy to be blindly blissful, I choose to 
believe that Wolfie led with his heart on 
this one. The reason is in the music. K.365 
is pure opera. It’s dialogue. It’s character. 
It’s humor. It’s strife. It’s one part flam-
boyant virtuosity, one part raw, vulnerable 
human emotion, one part novel motivic/
melodic/formal invention, one part conver- 
sational eloquence, one part learned craft. 
That’s a lot of parts, true, but that’s often 
why Mozart’s music is fantastic. What’s 
more, the music written for the two 
concerto soloists is equally virtuosic, 
perhaps requiring Nannerl’s talents. Equal, 
yes, but of different personality! I wonder 
which part Mozart and Nannerl would 
have played, which part was written for 
whom. And perhaps most sublime, there 
are moments when one long melodic line 
must be performed by four hands, in 
succession, requiring a rare (sibling?) bond.

Program Notes – Dylan Chmura-Moore

Mozart Family, attributed to Johann Nepomuk della 
Croce, ca. 1780-81

WA Mozart, attributed to Pietro Antonio Lorenzoni,  
ca. 1763
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MSO Founding Director Karl Miller  
grew up in Kaukauna, moving to Madison while  
in high school, where he played in the band and 
orchestra, as well as in the Madison Symphony 
Orchestra. He also led one of the most popular  
big bands in the area. Karl's instrument was the 
trumpet. He entered the US Air Force in 1942, where 
he played in the 16th Air Force Band.  
After graduating with honors from UW-Madison 
School of Music in 1949, Karl taught in Eau Claire, 
then moved to Manitowoc in 1951 and taught at 
Lincoln. He chose Manitowoc because he believed 
the city would support a civic symphony orchestra, 
which he founded that same year. In May 1952, the 
new Manitowoc Symphony Orchestra played its  
first concert. Karl Miller conducted the orchestra 
for its first 35 years, retiring in 1986. 

Sailing with 
son Mark, 
2002

Manitowoc Symphony, 1953

Karl & Betty Miller's 
50th Anniversary, 
1996

Symphony rehearsal,
1970s

Lakeshore Big 
Band rehearsal, 
1990s

at the Riviera 
c.1940-41

Symphony rehearsal,
1970s
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SIBELIUS
Some great symphonies have received 
great quotes. Not all! Two of my absolute 
favorites were penned by Sibelius. One 
goes, 

“My second symphony is a  
confession of the soul.” 

Honesty. Vulnerability. Truth. Humanity. 
This. Quote. And what makes this quote 
extra special to me is that these words 
weren’t offered on a whim, or in poet-
ic-heat, riding a high while in the middle of 
composition. No. They were written some 
41 years after the work’s premiere, in a let-
ter to a friend, fellow Finnish composer, 
one Jussi Jalas (1908-1985), on New Year’s 
Eve in 1943. That’s some deep reflective 
thinking for you. 

The second quote, even better than the 
first, describing his symphonic inspiration 
and compositional process, goes, 

“It is as if God had thrown down  
the pieces of a mosaic for heaven’s floor 

and asked me to put them together.” 

Ever wonder what Heaven’s floor looks 
like? What it feels like? What is its texture? 
What is its state? Does it sing when you 
step? Do colors burst forth from under 
foot? Is it memory, sustenance, light, 
harmony?

Sibelius had synesthesia, seeing/experi-
encing color when hearing sound, even 
hearing sound when seeing color. Thus, 
music was everywhere and everything for 
Sibelius and made the whole universe 
make sense. As such, he believed in the 

“Music of the Spheres,” which traces back 
to the ancient Greeks. They believed that 
the universe could be wholly understood 

by numbers, or at least the Pythagorean 
Order did. They attributed numbers to our 
heavily bodies (read: planets) and, subse-
quently, relationships were discovered— 
the same relationships (read: ratios) as 
found in music. 

Our math and understanding of the uni-
verse have improved over the past few 
thousand years, but many of their ideas 
remain true. For example, Jupiter has a 1:2 
relationship with its moons (sounding per-
fect octaves, ‘do’ to ‘do’ in solfège). Pluto 
has a 2:3 relationship with Neptune 
(sounding a perfect fifth, ‘do’ up to ‘sol’ in 
solfège). Mercury and Venus have a 3:4 
relationship with Earth (sounding a perfect 
fourth, ‘do’ up to ‘fa’ in solfège). These are 
but the first four notes in what Pythagoras 
put forward as the Harmonic Series, what 
is still the spine of our music today.

I briefly journey us down this rabbit-hole 
because I think it makes manifest that Si-
belius endeavored to compose what sur-
rounded him—music, color, math, nature, 
true to how he experienced the world, not 
an idealized or artificial thing. This is why 

Jean Sibelius by Antti Favén, 1913

Program Notes
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“Love, love, love... 
that is the soul  
 of genius.”

N I K O L A U S V O N J A C Q U I N ,
O N M O Z A R T

In Memory of  
Herman A. Balaban

1932–2025
Photo by Deena Dawn,

Adobe Stock
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many attribute this symphony, and much of 
his musical output as patriotic, nationalistic, 
even rebellious. When his second sym-
phony was composed, Finland was under 
Russian control. In 1899 things began to 
change. A resistance movement was 
founded, the same year Sibelius wrote his 
famous Finlandia. Between 1901 and 1902, 
when Sibelius wrote his Second, the rebel-
lion grew tremendously, many beginning 
to outrightly defy Russian political direc-
tives. (On it went until Finland declared in-
dependence in 1917.)

Sibelius’ Second became a rallying cry for 
the country, regardless Sibelius’ intentions, 
and almost immediately became popular, 
heralded propaganda freely disseminated 
throughout Europe. Ilmari Krohn (1867-
1960), Finland’s first ethnomusicologist 
proper, whose first book on Finnish sacred 
folk melodies was completed in 1899, 
called Sibelius’ Second “Our Liberation 
Symphony.” As you can see, it was all kind 
of happening at the same time. And so it’s 
no curious thing that Robert Kajanus  

(1856-1933), Chief and Founding Director 
of the Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra  
(for 50 years!) and Director of Helsinki’s 
university music school (for 29 years!) 
similarly, famously said of the music: 

“[The Second Symphony] is a broken-
hearted protest against all the injustice 

that threatens at the present time to 
deprive the sun of its light and our 

flowers of their scent.” 

Desperation. Suffocation. Rebellion! And... 

“Everyone piles his straw on the 
haystack, all fibers are strained and 
every second seems to last an hour. 

One senses…what is at stake.” 

Struggle. Plight. We have no choice but 
to rise up! Finishing with, 

“[The symphony pushes toward] a 
triumphant conclusion intended to 

rouse in the listener a picture of lighter 
and confident prospects for the future.” 

Hope. Togetherness. Freedom!  

Program Notes

CELEBRATE WITH MSO AT THE AFTERGLOW
Following the Concert Tonight at Stage Door Pub 

 701 Franklin Street
Manitowoc, WI

920.374.4421
stagedoorpub1853@gmail.com

Congratulations  
to  the  MSO  
on  75 Years!

https://www.facebook.com/stagedoorpub1853/
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Nicole Staudinger

(920) 374-4663

$132+ MILLION SOLD

NBStaudinger@gmail.com

Over $20,700 
donated!

Parish 
Member

*5% to SCRIP
*ask for details

GRI, CRS, ABR, e-Pro, SRES
Real Estate Broker since 1998

SENIORS  
REAL ESTATE  
SPECIALIST

an agent for  
Maturing 

Americans

ManitowocCountyHistory.org ManitowocCountyHistory.org

ManitowocCountyHistory.org ManitowocCountyHistory.org

ManitowocCountyHistory.org ManitowocCountyHistory.org

ManitowocCountyHistory.org ManitowocCountyHistory.org

ManitowocCountyHistory.org ManitowocCountyHistory.org

1837 North Avenue, Sheboygan • 3sheepsbrewing.com     
 Taproom open   Mon–Thu 12–9  /  Fri–Sat 11–11  /  Sun 11–6        (920) 395-3583 

mailto:NBStaudinger%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.manitowoccountyhistory.org/
https://3sheepsbrewing.com/


Manitowoc Symphony Orchestra  |  75 Years: Sibelius & Mozart  |  Oct 4, 2025  |  21

Dylan T. Chmura Moore, Music Director

Dylan Thomas Chmura-Moore, D.M.A., 
is honored to be just the fourth director 
of the symphony and call Manitowoc  
a home. In addition, Dylan is Music 
Director of Oshkosh Symphony 
Orchestra and Associate Professor of 
Music at UW-Oshkosh, where he is 
director of orchestras. Previously, he 
was director of the Ripon College 
Symphony Orchestra and taught at  
Holy Family College. In addition, Dylan 
has conducted ensembles of Harvard 
University, New England Conservatory, 
Longy School of Music, Northeastern 
University, Baldwin-Wallace College 
Conservatory of Music, and other 
groups such as Callithumpian Consort 
and Shivaree Ensemble. Some of the 
conductors with whom Dylan has had 
the opportunity to intimately observe 
and work are Pierre Boulez, Robert 
Page, Larry Rachleff, Gunther Schuller, 
Joseph Silverstein, and Benjamin 
Zander. He is the author of "A Practical 
Reference Manual of Tempos for 
Musicians," published by Potenza 
Music.

As an instrumentalist, Dylan’s notable 
international appearances include the 
Internationale Ferienkurse Fur Neue 
Musik in Darmstadt, Germany, and the 
Lucerne Festival in Lucerne, Switzerland. 
Dylan has recorded albums on the 
record labels Mode, Summit, EuroArts, 
Albany, TZADIK, and Accentus. His  
solo album, Flag, was released by  
Peer 2 Records.

Dylan was awarded the Doctor of 
Musical Arts degree from UW-Madison. 

He was a Paul Collins Wisconsin 
Distinguished Graduate Fellow and 
focused his studies on the research and 
performance of newly composed music. 
Previously, Dylan studied at New 
England Conservatory in Boston, 
Massachusetts, where he received two 
Master of Music degrees. Upon 
graduation, Dylan was awarded 
academic honors, a distinction in 
performance, and the Gunther Schuller 
Medal—the highest honor awarded by 
the conservatory. He received the 
Bachelor of Music degree from Baldwin-
Wallace College Conservatory of Music. 
His principal teachers are  Norman 
Bolter, Allen Kofsky, Mark Hetzler,   
Dwight Oltman, and Charles Peltz.

Dylan came to Wisconsin from Oberlin, 
Ohio originally, residing here with his 
spouse Sharon and their two children 
Sophia and Elliot. He wishes to sail more, 
camp more, instead spending too 
much time around his ancient home  
on projects that clearly should be done 
by professionals—but he loves it. 



Manitowoc Symphony Orchestra  |  75 Years: Sibelius & Mozart  |  Oct 4, 2025  |  22

Lovin’ it live

cccshows.orgCIVIC CENTRE

CONGRATULATIONS TO MSO
FOR 75 YEARS OF MUSIC 

ON THE LAKESHORE...
AND MANY MORE TO COME!

https://cccshows.org
http://manitowocballetacademy.com
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Concertmaster and Principal Violinist 
Carrie Kulas has graced the Manitowoc 
Symphony Orchestra with her super-
lative leadership and bowing precision 
since 1992. As the principal violinist, 
Mrs. Kulas strives to cultivate the best 
sound that can be achieved for every 
musical selection.

At age nine, Mrs. Kulas developed an 
unexpected fondness for what some 
consider the most human of all 
instruments, setting aside her clarinet 
and picking up a bow. The challenges 
of competition and developing muscle 
memory heightened her interest. 
During high school, grieving the tragic 
loss of her dearest friend, Mrs. Kulas 
immersed herself in practicing. “I 
learned how to express myself through 
the violin music,” she says.

Her burgeoning love of playing the 
violin motivated her to save every dime 
from her first job to send herself to a six-
week orchestra camp. Mrs. Kulas 
earned her Bachelor of Music 
Performance from UW-Stevens Point. 
She credits her success to a number of 
fine and gifted teachers, including 
Everett Goodwin, Margery Aber, and 
Vasile Beluska. Mrs. Kulas also served as 
concertmaster for the Green Bay Civic 
Symphony from 1996 to 2003. She has 
performed with the Pamiro Opera 
Company, the Green Bay Symphony, 
the Clayton Ladue Chamber Orchestra, 
the St. Louis Philharmonic Orchestra, 
and the Central Wisconsin Symphony 
Orchestra. Since 1985 Mrs. Kulas has 
been teaching violin at the Suzuki Music 

Academy of Green Bay, and is a former 
member of the Wausau Area Suzuki 
Association.

Not only is Mrs. Kulas a strong musical 
leader but she also possesses the ability 
to play in a wide range of styles. Her 
skills and dedication as a teacher are 
especially valuable to the MSO as she 
assists players to navigate the technical 
hurdles of some very difficult pieces. In 
addition to joy and passion, Mrs. Kulas 
also brings a great sense of humor to 
her work. The Manitowoc Symphony is 
truly blessed to have Carrie Kulas as our 
concertmaster. Carrie is also the 
Director of Operations, working closely 
with the Maestro and the musicians. 

Carrie Kulas, Concertmaster
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436 N. 9th St, Manitowoc
Open Tues-Fri 6am–4pm / Sat 6am-2pm

(920) 684-3650

DINING & FINE COCKTAILS
701 YORK STREET • MANITOWOC

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED (920) 6845711
OPEN WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY 49 PM

CLOSED MON & TUES

https://www.facebook.com/BakeryOnState/
https://zabelmonuments.com/
https://harborsiderestaurantwi.com/
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VIOLIN I
Carrie Kulas, 

	Concertmaster 
Jim VanLanen Jr.
Lori Bonin
Jaci Collins
Luis Fernandez
Kylie Bowman
Debbie Williamson
Tiffany Chang
Taylor Giorgio
Heidi Barker
Shoua Xiong

VIOLIN II
Joan Geraldson, 

	Virginia Bare Memorial 		
	Principal Second  
	Violin Chair

Ryan Kraemer
Dan Ognavic
Randall Manning
Taylor Rudlaff
Ellie Rice
David Oldenburg
Lauren Oldenburg

VIOLA
Jane Bradshaw Finch,

	principal
Ann Stephan
Sarah Oftedahl
Julie Handwerker
Andy Bruzewicz
Amy Beekhuizen
Laura Vandenberg
Steve Schani

CELLO
Charles Stephan, 

	Karen Steingraber  
	Principal Cello Chair

Nic Cywinski
Michael Dewhirst
Wendy Scattergood
Nancy Kaphaem
Anne Keran
Steve Westergan
Simon Ulrich

DOUBLE BASS
Brian Kulas, principal
Shelby Baize
Ann Boeckman
Jessica Otte
Susan Sullivan

FLUTE
Kristen Fenske, 

	Michelle Garnett Klaiber  
	Principal Flute Chair

Cathy Burback

OBOE
Suzanne Geoffrey, 

	Les J. Graebel Memorial 		
& Emily and Mike Howe 		
Family Principal  
Oboe Chair

Jennifer Bryan

CLARINET
Laura McLaughlin, 

	Mark Klaiber Principal 		
	Clarinet Chair

Orlando Pimentel

BASSOON
Josh Fleming, 

	David Satchell Memorial 
 Principal Bassoon Chair

Susan Lawrence McCardell

HORN
Michelle McQuade  
   Dewhirst, principal
Wanda Braden 
Andrew Parks
Kelly Haselhuhn

TRUMPET
John Daniel, 

	John & Laurale Stern 		
	Principal Trumpet Chair 

Jessica Jensen
Bill Hampton

TROMBONE
Jonathan Winkle, principal
Rick Seybold

BASS TROMBONE
William Akers

TUBA
Mike Forbes

TIMPANI
John Aaholm, principal

Manitowoc Symphony Orchestra Musicians

JOIN US!
MSO offers members 

of the community  
a place to make 

exceptional music.  
If you play or have 

played violin, viola, 
cello, or bass, we’d 

love to meet you. Visit 
our website's contact 

page to send us a 
message.
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Making friends is our mission.

WISCONSIN’S LARGEST & OLDEST 
ALUMINUM ROLLING MILL

MANITOWOC, WI • CLARKSBURG, WV
2009 MIRRO DR • 920-482-0599

skanaaluminum.com

Congratulations to Manitowoc Symphony 
Orchestra on 75 Years of Music & Community!

Life isn’t perfect.

Christine D. Kornely
Independent cabi Stylist
PO Box 32
Manitowoc, WI 54221

crikky@comcast.net
direct 920-323-0085
christinekornely.cabionline.com

But your outfit can be!
Shop fallShop fallShop fallShop fallShop fallShop fallShop fallShop fall

http://skanaaluminum.com
http://christinekornely.cabionline.com
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Season and  
Concert Sponsors
Season Underwriter
($10,000+)
Mark Barkley Miller
The Aschenbrenner  
	 Foundation of Lakeshore 		
	 Community Foundation

Season Leader
($7,500+)
Tom & Virginia Bare  
  	 Charitable Fund

Season Benefactor
($5,000+)
Roy & Darlene Geigel Foundation
Dave Wage & Sandra Murzyn

Season Sponsor
($2,500+)
Friends of Anne McCracken, IMO
Check Electric
Skana Aluminum

Season Media   
Underwriter
Seehafer News
Wisconsin Public Radio

Hospitality Sponsor
Inn on Maritime Bay

Concert Sponsors 
($1,000+)

Oct 4/75 Years
IMO Herman Balaban 
Gary and Ann Gold 
Christine Kornely, cabi 
Jim & Barbee Lester

Dec 21/Noel!
Fricke Printing Service
Mark & Michelle Klaiber 
Christine Kornely, cabi  
Redline Plastics
John & Laurale Stern

Feb 14/Valentine's
Christine Kornely, cabi

Apr 11/Beloved (1 of 9)
Christine Kornely, cabi

MSO Supporters

Annual Appeal 
Contributors
Maestro ($1,000+)
Censky, Mary Jeanne
The Aschenbrenner  
	 Foundation of Lakeshore 		
	 Community Foundation

Concertmaster ($700-999)

Composer ($400-699)
Diedrich, Dave & Sandy
Maliborski, Steve & Betsy
Miessner, Charlie & Madelyn 
Pauly, Tod

Overture ($150-399)
Edelglass, Hannah
Dixon, Michael
Dramm, Marlene 
Kocourek, Tom & Betsy
Michael B. & Amy H. 
  Molepske Foundation 
  of Lakeshore Community 
  Foundation
Rasmus, Jim & Martha
Scattergood, Barbara S.

Encore (Up to $149)
Finch, Jane & Doug Paschen
Jerabek, Leah
Hoffmeister, Randy & Ann
Lakeshore Accounting 

Tribute Gifts
In honor of MSO’s 75th 
Charlotte Larsen

IMO Robin Anderson
Mark & Michelle Klaiber
Peggy W. Pitz

IMO Doris Hartman
Peggy W. Pitz

IMO Kenny Ruggirello
Steve & Betsy Maliborski

Special Funds
Education Fund
The Aschenbrenner  
	 Foundation of Lakeshore 		
	 Community Foundation
Friends of Anne McCracken,IMO
MPA (Music Parents Association)

Endowment Fund
The Aschenbrenner  
	 Foundation of Lakeshore 		
	 Community Foundation
IMO Herman Balaban
Friends of Anne McCracken, IMO

Special Events
September BBQ:
Mark Barkley Miller
Bill Fricke
Dianne Finnegan

In-Kind Donors 
Berkshire Hathaway Starck  
Realty, Amy Towsend
Capitol Civic Centre Staff  
   and Volunteers
City of Manitowoc
City of Two Rivers
Coolest Coast
Courthouse Pub
Lee Douglas, WOMT
Froedtert Holy Family Memorial
Jagemann Stamping
William Fricke
Lakeshore Accounting,  
   Katie Jansen
Amy Pace
Tina Prigge
Stage Door Pub, Lane Braun
John Stern
Visit Manitowoc
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712 York St
Manitowoc, WI 54220

920-905-0700

Kitchen Hours:
Tues-Thurs 11am-10pm

Fri-Sat 11am-12am
Sun 11am-10pm

https://www.lakeshorefamilyfuneralhomes.com/
https://www.ryansonyork.com/
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MSO Supporters—The Karl Miller Society

The Karl Miller Society (KMS) is MSO’s 
awesome donor recognition club. Karl 
Miller was the founding Music Director of 
the Manitowoc Symphony Orchestra, 
incorporated in 1951.

 

In addition to MSO, Mr. Miller taught  
in the Manitowoc Public School District, 
leading the orchestra program at Lincoln 
High School. He encouraged in his 
students and many others a life-long 
appreciation for music. He demonstrated 
the importance of hard work and 
perseverance, the necessity for teamwork 
and community, and the import of 
showing compassion for others. Karl 
Miller’s founding ideals are  
a continuing guide for the MSO.

Membership in KMS is recognized for  
all who contribute $1,000 or more 
annually to the MSO Endowment Fund. 
Members receive invitations to special 
events throughout the year, as well as 
special premiums. Please consider joining 
this club! 

2025–2026 Karl Miller Society Members

Tom & Virginia Bare  
Charitable Fund 

DiRaimondo, Dr. Joseph  
& Eleanor 

Jane Finch & Doug Paschen
William Fricke

Les J Graebel Memorial and  
Emily & Mike Howe Family

Vicki Grimstad   
Edgar J. Hansen

Mark Klaiber
Michelle Garnett Klaiber 

Carolyn Lanza

Ellen Jane Lohmeyer  
Memorial 

Mark B. Miller

Karen Steingraber

John & Laurale Stern

Roxanna Strawn & Fred Yeo

Renee Thompson

Dr. Joseph E. & Rhonda Trader

West Foundation, Inc.

For more information, visit manitowocsymphony.org/endowment-giving 

https://manitowocsymphony.org/endowment-giving
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920-684-6940
Fax 920-684-8208

115 East Waldo Blvd
Manitowoc, WI 54220

timw@lakeshoreaccounting.net
www.lakeshoreacct.com

visit us on facebook
Congratulations on 75 years !Congratulations on 75 years !

https://www.lakeshoreacct.com/
https://www.lilithslocs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/certifiedautoinc/
https://www.tappedonthelakeshore.com/
mailto:?subject=
https://www.tappedonthelakeshore.com/
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Love, 
Your Athena Sisters

Peggy – 
Congratulations 
and gratitude for 
your dedicated 

leadership of MSO! 
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  Noel 
BACH &HANDEL

3pmSun  Dec 21
Holiday Concert

Capitol Civic Centre • Dylan Chmura-Moore, Music Director

more info & tickets at manitowocsymphony.org

Celebrate the season with Manitowoc 
Symphony Orchestra as our Former Music 

Director MAESTRO WAYNE WILDMAN returns 
for a joyous performance! THE CAPITOL CIVIC CENTRE 
COMMUNITY CHORALE sings carols old & new and Santa 

pays us a visit! After the concert, join us in the Capitol’s 
Mertens Lounge for a festive CATERED GATHERING. 
Reservations will be handled separately by The 
Courthouse Pub—please watch for announcements.

 

 GULL’S NEST COCKTAIL LOUNGE  
WATER’S EDGE RESTAURANT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

BETTER TO 
WAKE AT THE LAKE

LAKEFRONT
HOTEL ROOMS

1515 Memorial Dr. Two Rivers, WI  (920) 793-4524 • lhinn.com

LIGHTHOUSE INN HOTEL
SEYMOUR ALTHEN BANQUET HALL

BANQUETS UP TO 400

������������������������

Call us for
Free estimates

24-Hour
emergency service

920-686-7378

http://manitowocsymphony.org
https://lhinn.com
http://lhinn.com
https://schuettebuilding.com
http://manitowocheating.com
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Manitowoc County’s premiere 
senior living community

Felician Village

Supporting Community Arts, 
Enriching Our Community

felicianvillage.org

Etched in StonE
STONE  TILE  WOOD



TILE • STONE
HARDWOOD • LVT

Professional Designers

Stunning Downtown 
Showroom

Highly Skilled 
Installation Team

Wide Selection of 
Beautiful Products

1114 S. 9th Street, Manitowoc  920.682.1885
www.etchedinstonefloors.com

 from nature comes beauty

https://felicianvillage.org
https://www.etchedinstonefloors.com/
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Support MSO: Sponsorships, Donations & Legacy Gifts

For more information, visit manitowocsymphony.org/together

Sponsorship and Donations
Make a difference to MSO!

YOU, OUR AUDIENCE, can help MSO 
through your sponsorship and tax 
deductible giving. You can be a sponsor 
at any level of support—from corporate 
sponsorship of an entire concert or guest 
soloist to individual contributions—all 
support is enormously valuable to us.  
We offer a variety of premiums to 
sponsors, tailored to your needs, such as 
program, website, and social media 
advertising, guest tickets, and 
entertainment opportunities.

DOUBLE YOUR GIFT through your 
company’s matching gifts program. Many 
businesses will match your gifts  
to qualified organizations. Ask your 
employer if they’ll match your 
contribution to the MSO!

PLEASE DONATE ONLINE, right  
now, at manitowocsymphony.org/give-
financially.

CONSIDER THE TAX SAVINGS with 
your gift of appreciated assets such as 
stock. Giving the stock to MSO can save 
the income tax, maximize your tax 
deduction, and result in the greatest 
benefit for MSO. The same benefits can 
apply to your direct gift of your IRA. 

Leaving a Legacy
Support the next generation!

LEAVE A LEGACY GIFT by providing for 
MSO in your estate plan. A Legacy Gift 
helps us provide for the next generation 
of musicians and for the next generation 
of concertgoers.

Legacy Gifts are as easy as including  
a provision in your Will or Trust for a  
specific cash gift or for a percentage  
of your estate for MSO. You can also 
designate how MSO uses those assets, if 
you choose (i.e., education, diverse 
programming, guest artists).

An even easier way to offer MSO a Legacy 
Gift is to name MSO as a beneficiary of 
your bank account, life insurance policy, 
or retirement account. Beneficiary 
designations can be set up directly with 
the bank, life insurance company, or asset 
custodian. The impact of those Legacy 
Gifts is great and assures MSO can 
continue to make beautiful music well into 
the future.

If you choose to remember MSO with a 
Legacy Gift, we encourage you to  
tell us about it, on a confidential basis. 
That information will assure we keep  
you up-to-date on MSO activities. We will 
also recognize planned Legacy Gifts at  
your request. 

https://manitowocsymphony.org/stronger
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Proud Supporter 
of the 

Symphony!
1339 N. 8th St . Manitowoc 
2300 Forest Ave . Two Rivers

October 11, LWEOctober 11, LWE
Music of the Masters: Music of the Masters: 
Chicago ShowcaseChicago Showcase

November 7, LBBNovember 7, LBB
Let’s Dance! Dinner Con-Let’s Dance! Dinner Con-
cert, Knox Silver Valleycert, Knox Silver Valley

Tickets: Tickets: 
Eventbrite.com Eventbrite.com 

December 6, LWEDecember 6, LWE
Festival of Christmas: Festival of Christmas: 
Mannheim MagicMannheim Magic

Jan. 18, LWE & LBBJan. 18, LWE & LBB
Pops Across America!Pops Across America!

March 7, LWEMarch 7, LWE
The Winds of March: The Winds of March: 
The General (silent film)The General (silent film)

March 27, LBBMarch 27, LBB
Latin Explosion!Latin Explosion!

May 2, LWE, An American May 2, LWE, An American 
Salute: New York, New YorkSalute: New York, New York

Celebrating American Treasures
2025-2026 42nd Concert Season

WWW.LAKESHOREWINDENSEMBLE.ORG

TICKETS
TICKETS

https://www.shopthepig.com/
https://www.uwgb.edu/lakeshore-wind-ensemble/
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Support MSO: Chair Endowments

Endow a Chair
When you “endow a chair” you secure 
the orchestra’s legacy. By endowing a 
chair, you financially support the 
musician who occupies the chair. 

Donations received to endow a chair are 
designed to be held in the MSO 
Endowment Fund with the income 
generated used to pay the musician 
expense. Endowing a chair ensures MSO 
will be able to provide high-quality 
musical experiences for generations to 
come. It also gives you the opportunity 
to name the chair for yourself or  
for another. As an added benefit, 
endowing a chair entitles you to 
membership in the Karl Miller Society, 
MSO’s donor recognition club.

TO MAKE A GIFT, or to learn more, 
please contact MSO’s Executive Director 
Peggy W. Pitz, phone 920-684-3492 or 
email info@manitowocsymphony.org. 
All donations are kept in the strictest of 
confidence and recognized only upon 
your request. 

Established Endowed Chairs
 

Virginia Bare Memorial  
Principal Second Violin Chair 

Karen Steingraber  
Principal Cello Chair

Michelle Garnett Klaiber  
Principal Flute Chair

Les J. Graebel Memorial &  
Emily and Mike Howe Family  

Principal Oboe Chair 

Mark Klaiber  
Principal Clarinet Chair

David Satchell Memorial  
Principal Bassoon Chair 

John & Laurale Stern  
Principal Trumpet Chair

Ellen Jane Lohmeyer Memorial 
Principal Percussion Chair 



VISIT US ONLINE for details on upcoming events, and to support our educational 
and outreach efforts. Bookmark our website: manitowocsymphony.org

FOLLOW US for the latest MSO news. Join the conversation and share photos, 
videos, and events with your friends and family to help us spread the word.

	 manitowocsymphony

	 manitowocsymphonyorchestra

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST for news, invitations, and announcements straight to your 
inbox. Sign up at manitowocsymphony.org/contact-us to receive our email. 

@manitowocsymphony

https://manitowocsymphony.org
https://facebook.com/manitowocsymphony
https://www.instagram.com/manitowocsymphonyorchestra/?hl=en
https://manitowocsymphony.org/contact-us/
https://manitowocsymphony.org
https://www.facebook.com/Manitowoc-Symphony-Orchestra-140388782831/
https://www.instagram.com/manitowocsymphonyorchestra/?hl=en
https://facebook.com/manitowocsymphony
https://www.tiktok.com/@manitowocsymphony
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MSO 2025-2026 Board of Directors

Tom Angst Kari Check  
 

Josef Cibulka Bill Fricke Kaonou Hang-Vue

Sheila Hansen Carrie Lynn Hyde  
 

Mark Klaiber Brian Kulas  
 

Tina Prigge 

Mark Maurer 
President  

Jim Day 
Vice President

Catherine Egger  
Co-Secretary

Renee Thompson  
Co-Secretary

Steve Shellman  
Treasurer 

 Dylan Chmura-Moore  
Music Director

Carrie Kulas  
Director of Music 

Operations

Peggy W. Pitz 
Executive  
Director
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Amy Townsend, Managing Broker
907 S 8th Street, Manitowoc
920.323.3450   |  ATownsend@StarckRE.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH A
  liates, LLC

YOU DESERVE YOU DESERVE 
A BETTER A BETTER 
CLASS OF REAL CLASS OF REAL 
ESTATEESTATE
Your dreams are big, 
and our agents have the 
knowledge and tools to 
help you realize them.

PROUD SUPPORTER 
OF THE MANITOWOC 

SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA

1908 Washington St, Two Rivers
(920) 793-1331

Carpet & Furniture 
Cleaning 
Tile & Grout Cleaning
Dry Cleaning
Wash & Fold Laundry
Pick Up & Delivery

https://www.bhhs.com/starck-real-estate-il303/manitowoc/amy-townsend/cid-1091299
http://www.heartandhomestead.com
http://www.heartandhomestead.com
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www.coolestcoast.com

Celebrating 

75

& many more 
to come!

https://coolestcoast.com/

